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DECISION PROCESSES OF
FEDERAL PERMITTING AGENCIES

FIGURE 1-3

Graham County, Arizona T.5S.R.26E. T.6S.R.26E.

DOS POBRES/SAN JUAN PROJECT

Decision Processes of Federal Permitting Agencies
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Phelps Dodge
proposals for Land

Exchange and
DP/SJ Project MPO

BLM

BLM considers
Land Exchange

and DP/SJ Project MPO
alternatives

COE

COE considers
DP/SJ Project MPO

alternatives

Outcome of Decisions

Mining on Private Land if:

Mining on Public Land if:

No Mining on Private Lands if:

No Mining on Public Lands if:

A.

B.

C.

D.

1. BLM rejects Land Exchange but approves MPO and
2. COE issues permit

1. BLM approves Land Exchange and
2. COE issues permit

1. BLM approves Land Exchange but
2. COE does not issue permit

1. BLM rejects Land Exchange and MPO and
2. COE does not issue permit

REJECT MPO
(No Action)

BLM selects
Land Exchange

alternative?

BLM selects
an MPO

Alternative?

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO*
Undue and unnecessary
impacts (43 CFR 3809)

(Permit required
from COE for

mining to occur
on public land)

APPROVE MPO

YES COE selects
an MPO

alternative?

NO PERMIT
(No Action)

NO

(Permit required
from COE for mining

to occur)

APPROVE LAND
EXCHANGE ISSUE

PERMIT

The above is strictly a Federal decision process.
State permitting is required for mining operations
regardless of land ownership.

*BLM may only reject an MPO due to undue
and unnesessary impacts and must indicate
the changes necessary to approve the MPO.

BLM and Phelps Dodge
develop an acceptable

MPO alternative?


